
 
1 

 

PARK STRATEGIES, LLC    Weekly Update 

Volume 2 Issue 4: January 28, 2022 

 
INSIDE 

 
 
 
Legislative 
News 
 
Session Days  
 
Budget 
Hearing 
Calendar  
 
From the 
Governor  
 
SUNY Ends 
Transcript 
Withholding 
 
Executive 
Orders 
 
Agency News 
 
 
Cannabis:  
 
Statewide 
Meetings 
Announced 
 
Updates to 
Medical 
Cannabis 
 
DFS:  
 
Superintendent 
Confirmed by 
Senate  
 

 Albany’s Annual Budget Swirl Moves to Next Stage 
 

The majority of the conversation in Albany this week primarily revolved around the 
FY 2023 Executive Budget Proposal as the Senate Majority (the Blue Book), 
Assembly Majority (the Yellow Book), and Senate Minority (the White Book) 
released their respective analyses of the Governor’s Proposal. The Legislature is 
now in the process of holding joint Legislative Budget Hearings on the various 
aspects of the proposal (more in the Legislative News section) as they begin the 
process of determining priorities in crafting and releasing their respective one-
house proposals sometime around mid-March.  
 
In other news, the mask-or-not-to-mask debate moved to the courts, New York City 
gun violence prompted action from Governor Hochul, and former Assembly 
Speaker Sheldon Silver passed away. 
 
 
Courts Weigh in on the NYS Mask Mandate: 
 
On Tuesday, Justice Thomas Rademaker of the State Supreme Court in Nassau 
County issued a ruling declaring the NYS mask mandate violated the NYS 
Constitution. NYS Attorney General Letitia James responded by filing a motion in 
the NYS Court of Appeals, for a stay in on that ruling, which was granted by 
Appellate Court Justice Robert J. Miller, effectively reinstituting the mask mandate. 
The mask mandate remains in effect at least until the Court of Appeals hearing 
scheduled for Friday, January 28th.  
 
 

Gun Violence Reignites Firearm Policy Discussion: 
 
Firearm related policy discussions moved back to the forefront after two NYPD 
Officers were shot and killed responding to a domestic violence call in Harlem on 
January 21, 2022. Governor Hochul has ordered to flags to half-staff to honor the 
fallen NYPD Officers Jason Rivera and Wilbert Mora; and the Governor convened a 

interstate task force on illegal guns after it was alleged the firearm used in the 
shooting of the officers was trafficked from Baltimore. Governor Hochul also 
announced the appointment of Calliana Thomas as the Director of the New York 
State Office of Gun Violence Prevention.  
 
Former Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver Passes Away: 
 
Former NYS Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver passed away at the age of 77 after a 
long battle with cancer and kidney disease. Silver served as Speaker of the 
Assembly for over 20 years. He was a lawyer, attending Brooklyn Law School prior 
to rising through the ranks of the Assembly after being elected in 1976. He is 
survived by his wife Rosa, and four children Edward, Esther, Janine and Michelle.  
 

 

https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/article/attachment/budget.book_.1.23_1.pdf
https://nyassembly.gov/Reports/WAM/2022yellow/?utm_source=First+Read+Albany+Agenda&utm_campaign=fca7f5186b-ALBANY_AGENDA_012522&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4e700ecefc-fca7f5186b-35065348&mc_cid=fca7f5186b&mc_eid=176f3f7e1b
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/article/attachment/2022-23_white_book_online_v3.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/25/nyregion/nyc-mask-mandate-ruling.html
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-directs-flags-half-staff-honor-fallen-nypd-officers-rivera-and-mora
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-convenes-new-interstate-task-force-illegal-guns-including-partnership-mayor
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-convenes-new-interstate-task-force-illegal-guns-including-partnership-mayor
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Legislative News  
 
Legislative Activity 
The Legislature will hold session on the 31st, 1st, and 2nd next week (the 2022 
Legislative Calendar can be accessed here). There were 75 bills passed this week. Of 
particular note was: 
 
~ A8754 (Abinanti) / S7812 (Harckham) This chapter amendment would modify the 
definition of "supermarket" to specify that supermarkets larger than 10,000 sq ft that 
do not produce an excess of two tons of scraps per week are authorized to donate 
to food relief organizations. 
 
Upcoming Public Hearings 
The Legislature will be conducting the following budget hearings: 
~January 31st, Workforce Development / Housing 
~February 1st, Environmental Conservation 
~February 2nd, Human Services 
~February 7th, Higher Education 
~February 8th, Health 
~February 9th, Local Government 
~February 14th, Mental Hygiene 
~February 15th, Transportation 
~February 16th, Economic Development / Taxes 
 
Details here. 

  

From the 
Governor 
 
SUNY Stops 
Transcript 
Withholding 
 
As part of the 2022 
State of the State, 
Governor Hochul 
proposed eliminating 
the practice of 
withholding 
transcripts due to 
students having 
outstanding 
balances. The SUNY 
board preemptively 
took action to end 
this practice. The 
move is intended to 
allow students to re-
enroll in classes, 
transfer credits, or 
complete their 
degree to ultimately 
put them in a better 
position to pay off 
outstanding 
balances.  
 
Executive Orders 
 
While no new COVID-
19 related Executive 
Orders or extensions of 
existing EOs were 
issued this week, it is 
anticipated that the 
previously extended EO 

4.0 related to the 
declaration of a 
statewide disaster 
emergency due to 
healthcare staffing 
shortages in the State 
of New York will again 
be extended prior to 
expiring on January 30. 

https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/docs/sessioncalendar_2022.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/s7812
https://assembly.state.ny.us/Press/?sec=story&story=100543
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-suny-board-ends-practice-withholding-transcripts-students
https://www.governor.ny.gov/executive-order/no-44-continuing-declaration-statewide-disaster-emergency-due-healthcare-staffing
https://www.governor.ny.gov/executive-order/no-44-continuing-declaration-statewide-disaster-emergency-due-healthcare-staffing
https://www.governor.ny.gov/executive-order/no-44-continuing-declaration-statewide-disaster-emergency-due-healthcare-staffing
https://www.governor.ny.gov/executive-order/no-44-continuing-declaration-statewide-disaster-emergency-due-healthcare-staffing
https://www.governor.ny.gov/executive-order/no-44-continuing-declaration-statewide-disaster-emergency-due-healthcare-staffing
https://www.governor.ny.gov/executive-order/no-44-continuing-declaration-statewide-disaster-emergency-due-healthcare-staffing
https://www.governor.ny.gov/executive-order/no-44-continuing-declaration-statewide-disaster-emergency-due-healthcare-staffing
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State Agencies  
 
From the New York Office of Cannabis Management 
 
11 Community Cannabis Conversations to be Held Virtually Across New York State 
 
The Office of Cannabis Management (OCM) announced a series of virtual community outreach events – 
Cannabis Conversations – to begin January 27. These 11 virtual meetings will be hosted by Cannabis Control 
Board Chair Tremaine Wright, and are the first outreach to communities across New York State conducted by 
the OCM. Residents will hear directly from Chair Wright and OCM leadership about the ins-and-outs of the 
Marijuana Regulation and Taxation Act (MRTA) and how it serves as a foundation for the new cannabis 
industry with a focus on health, safety, and delivering social and economic justice to undo the harms of over 
policing during the decades-long prohibition of cannabis. 
 
Practitioners Granted Greater Discretion in Certifying Patients for Medical Cannabis 
 
The OCM has announced the launch of a new Medical Cannabis Program certification and registration 
system that’s easier to use and expands the eligibility criteria for patients who can benefit from medical 
cannabis. Moving forward, the program will allow the certification of a patient by a practitioner for any 
condition that the practitioner believes can be treated with medical cannabis. This practitioner discretion in 
certifying patients was granted with the passage of the Marijuana Regulation and Taxation Act (MRTA). 
Enacted in March, the MRTA shifted the medical program from the Department of Health to the OCM and 
expanded the Medical Cannabis Program. 
 
In other cannabis related news, PSLLC’s Joe Rossi was named to the PoliticsNY Cannabis Industry Power 
Players. 
 
From the New York State Department of Financial Services 
 
DFS Superintendent Adrienne Harris Confirmed by Senate 
 
DFS Superintendent Harris was confirmed by the NYS Senate on Janary 25. She had been nominated to the 
by Governor Hochul in August 2021. Following her confirmation, she released the following statement: “I am 
honored to serve as the Superintendent of the Department of Financial Services. As the first African 
American woman to lead DFS, I am personally committed to working with all stakeholders to build a robust, 
fair and sustainable financial system, creating a better economic future for all New Yorkers." 
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To stay up to date on the latest information, please follow us on Park Strategies LinkedIn  

 

https://cannabis.ny.gov/news/office-cannabis-management-announces-community-outreach-events
https://cannabis.ny.gov/news/office-cannabis-management-launches-new-certification-and-registration-system-and-expands
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/865d99dd/zKxpX-KM0k2lhT7LVN-ceQ?u=https://politicsny.com/cannabis-industry-power-players/
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/865d99dd/zKxpX-KM0k2lhT7LVN-ceQ?u=https://politicsny.com/cannabis-industry-power-players/
https://www.dfs.ny.gov/reports_and_publications/press_releases/pr20220125
http://www.parkstrategies.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/park-strategies

