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 Budget and Legislative Work Continues Heading into Break 
 
The legislature wrapped up budget hearings this week as the Governor 
contemplated amendments to her proposal, which were issued Thursday evening. 
The legislature also approved conditional licensing for certain cannabis growers and 
processors as the state moves toward implementation of legal adult use cannabis, 
and a number of legislators announced they would not be seeking re-election in the 
2022 election cycle.  
 
The Governor also issued Executive Order (EO) 11.3, which extends directives 
contained in EO 11-11.2 impacting health care settings and permitting legislative 
meetings to continue virtually through March 16. Additionally, the Commissioner of 
Health issued an extension through March 17, 2022 of the designation that triggers 
the implementation of the Hero Act. In conjunction with that designation, the 
Department of Labor updated the Model Airborne Infectious Disease Exposure 
Prevention Plan (more in the “From the Governor” Section).  
 
Cannabis: The Park Strategies Cannabis Practice Group is proud to share the 
passage of a top legislative priority. S. 8084A (Hinchey) / A9283 (Peoples-Stokes) 
passed both the Senate and the Assembly this week. The bill provides for conditional 
adult-use cultivator and processing licenses for certain eligible growers and 
processors.   
 
Legislators Announce Plans to Retire: With petitioning to run for office looming in 
the coming months, several legislators have announced plans not to seek re-
election. Among those stepping away from the legislature are: 
-Senator Diane Savino, Chair of the Senate Banks Committee 
-Senator Todd Kaminsky, Chair of the Senate Environmental Conservation 
Committee 
-Senator Patty Ritchie, Ranker of the Senate Energy and Telecommunications; 
Veterans, Homeland Security and Military Affairs Committees 
-Member of Assembly Richard Gottfried, Chair of the Health Committee 
-Member of Assembly Catherine Nolan, Deputy Speaker  
 
Democratic Convention: The New York State Democratic Committee gathered on 
Thursday to formally designate their slate of candidates for the U.S. Senate, 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General and Comptroller for 2022 
statewide elections. A candidate must secure at least 25% of the weighted vote to 
automatically secure a spot on the ballot. Governor Hochul received 85.56% of the 
vote, becoming the first woman in history to be nominated to run for New York 
Governor by a major party. Rep. Tom Suozzi and New York City Advocate Jumaane 
Williams still have the option to collect signatures to appear on the primary ballot 
after failing to meet the 25% threshold at the convention that would have provided 
automatic appearance on the ballot. The New York State Republican Party is 
expected to meet February 28th through March 1st for their convention. 
 

 

https://www.budget.ny.gov/pubs/archive/fy23/ex/fy23bills.html#amends
https://www.governor.ny.gov/executive-order/no-113-declaring-disaster-emergency-state-new-york
https://www.health.ny.gov/press/releases/2022/docs/hero_act_designation_extension_5.pdf
https://dol.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2022/02/mock-p765_ny-hero-act_model-airborne-exposure-prevention-plan_02-10-22_0.pdf
https://dol.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2022/02/mock-p765_ny-hero-act_model-airborne-exposure-prevention-plan_02-10-22_0.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/s8084/amendment/a
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/diane-j-savino/about
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/todd-kaminsky/about
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/patty-ritchie/about
https://nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-N-Gottfried/about/
https://nyassembly.gov/mem/Catherine-Nolan/about/
https://gothamist.com/news/kathy-hochul-makes-history-again-five-takeaways-ny-democratic-convention
https://gothamist.com/news/kathy-hochul-makes-history-again-five-takeaways-ny-democratic-convention
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Legislative News  
 
Legislative Activity 
 
The Legislature will not be in session next week as there is a weeklong break in the 
session calendar (the 2022 Legislative Calendar can be accessed here). There were 
114 bills passed this week. Of particular note was: 
 
~ A8930 (Woerner) / S2138 (Ramos) which expands eligibility for workers’ 
compensation coverage to massage therapists. The bill passed the Senate and now 
heads to the Assembly for consideration. 
 
Budget / Public Hearings 
 
The Joint Legislative Budget hearings concluded this week.  
 
On February 24, 2022, the Assembly Committee on Insurance will host a public 
hearing to discuss “A Pause to Review: the COVID-19 Pandemic and its Ongoing 
Impacts on Insurance in New York.” 
 
On March 3, 2022, the Senate Committees on Crime Victims, Crime and Correction; 
Ethics and Internal Governance will discuss “the impact of sexual assault in the 
prison system.” 
 
The public hearing calendar can be accessed here. 
 

  

From the 
Governor 
 
More on Hero Act Model 
Guidance (DOL): 
 
“Effective February 10, 
2022: Employees will wear 
appropriate face coverings 
in accordance with 
guidance from State 
Department of Health or 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, as 
applicable. Consistent with 
the guidance from the 
State Department of 
Health, if indoor areas do 
not have a mask or vaccine 
requirement as a condition 
of entry, appropriate face 
coverings are 
recommended, but not 
required. It is also 
recommended that face 
coverings be worn by 
unvaccinated individuals, 
including those with 
medical exemptions, in 
accordance with federal 
CDC guidance. Further, the 
State’s masking 
requirements continue to 
be in effect for pre-K to 
grade 12 schools, public 
transit, homeless shelters, 
domestic violence shelters, 
correctional facilities, 
nursing homes, health care, 
child care, group homes, 
and other sensitive settings 
in accordance with CDC 
guidelines. New York State 
and the State Department 
of Health continue to 
strongly recommend face 
coverings in all public 
indoor settings as an 
added layer of protection, 
even when not required.” 
 
 

https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/docs/sessioncalendar_2022.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/s2138
https://nyassembly.gov/comm/?id=23&sec=story&story=100890
https://nyassembly.gov/comm/?id=23&sec=story&story=100890
https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=hear
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State Agencies  
 
 
From the New York Office of the NYS Attorney General  
 
AG Warns New Yorkers of racking Threat from Malicious Apple AirTag Users 
 
NYS AG Letitia James issued a consumer alert including safety recommendations to protect Apple AirTag 
users from malicious actors utilizing the AirTags to track individuals’ locations and their belongings. The 
warning comes after the AG’s office has received an uptick in reports from individuals that have found 
unknown AirTags attached to their cars, in their purses, coat pockets, and other personal property. A list of the 
warnings can be found here.  
 
 
From the New York Office of the NYS Comptroller 
 
Comptoller: Corporate America Must Show Progress on Diversity, Equity & Inclusion 
 
New York State Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli announced the New York State Common Retirement Fund’s 
(Fund) efforts to increase corporate accountability for progress on diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI) issues. 
The Comptroller’s approach seeks action from corporations to ensure racial equity while holding them 
accountable for failing to ensure DEI throughout all levels of their companies. The Fund employs shareholder 
proposals to raise issues directly to fellow shareholders and boards of directors. The Fund’s shareholder 
proposals seek new reporting and policies that would enhance transparency, mitigate investment risks, and 
improve shareholder value. When filing a shareholder proposal, the Fund seeks a productive dialogue with the 
company. If the company agrees to implement the proposal’s request, it is withdrawn by the Fund. 
 
From the New York Office of Cannabis Management 
 
OCM Approves Medical Cannabis Regualtions 
 
The New York State Cannabis Control Board approved the filing of proposed Medical Cannabis Program 
regulations for public comment that will implement certain provisions of the state’s new Cannabis Law, 
including updates to the program designed to consider environmental impacts and create efficiencies. The 
regulations also include technical changes to the regulations to formally shift the program from the 
Department of Health to the Office of Cannabis Management (OCM) as envisioned by the Cannabis Law. 
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https://ag.ny.gov/press-release/2022/consumer-alert-attorney-general-james-warns-new-yorkers-tracking-threat-malicious
https://www.osc.state.ny.us/press/releases/2022/02/dinapoli-corporate-america-must-show-progress-diversity-equity-inclusion
https://cannabis.ny.gov/medical-cannabis-program-regulations
https://cannabis.ny.gov/medical-cannabis-program-regulations
http://www.parkstrategies.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/park-strategies

