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Legislature Returns, Budget Work Continues 
  
The Senate and Assembly returned to Albany this week against a backdrop 
of much lower COVID positivity rates, the relaxing of various pandemic 
related restrictions, and a looming April 1 state budget deadline. The Senate, 
Assembly and Division of Budget announced a new projected revenue 
consensus  for Fiscal Year 2023 and the Legislative Office Building reopened 
to the public. In other news, Governor Hochul visited Brooklyn to highlight 
several of her budget proposals aimed at helping restaurants and bars, and 
the NYS Office of Cannabis Management scheduled an important board 
meeting on March 10.  
 
Revenue Consensus: In continuing to work on the NYS budget, fiscal staff 
from the NYS Senate, Assembly and Division of Budget announced a new 
consensus on revenue this week for the FY 2023 budget. The leaders issued 
a joint memorandum, projecting revenues ranging from $800 million to $1.2 
million above the Executive Budget Proposal.   
 
Masks in Schools Repealed: After New York saw COVID-19 cases decline 98 
percent from the Omicron variant peak, and a continued downward trend in 
COVID-19 cases for 51 consecutive days. Governor Hochul announced the 
mask mandate in schools would end effective March 2.  
 
Legislative Office Building Opens: The New York State Legislative Office 
Building finally reopened to the general public this week. However, 
individuals wishing to enter the building will still need proof of vaccination or 
proof of a negative COVID test subject to guidelines published by the NYS 
Office of General Services (OGS). 
 
NYS Liquor Authority: Governor Hochul highlighted several budget 
proposals to support restaurants and bars including: permanently legalizing 
alcoholic to-go drinks, streamlining the application process for liquor 
licenses, as well as funding for additional staff positions to review licenses at 
the State Liquor Authority.  
 
Cannabis Board Meeting: The Office of Cannabis Management announced 
a March 10 NYS Cannabis Control Board meeting which is expected to 
contain significant announcements related to the future of recreational 
cannabis in NYS. More information here.   
 
 

 

https://www.budget.ny.gov/pubs/supporting/forecast/fy23/fy23-consensus-report.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-plan-end-state-mask-requirement-schools-starting-march-2
https://ogs.ny.gov/news/ogs-announces-visitor-access-changes-state-capitol-and-legislative-office-building-due-covid
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-new-efforts-support-hospitality-industry-more-efficient-state-liquor
https://cannabis.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2022/03/cannabis_control_board_meeting_031022.pdf
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This week Park Strategies Vice President Tom Buchan is representing the firm’s client Finseca, 
an association of life insurance agents working to provide access to financial security for all, 
at the 2022 National Council of Insurance Legislators’ (NCOIL) Spring Conference. While the 
meeting is in Las Vegas, it was no gamble sending Tom out there as he is one of our top 
legislative counsels and has been on the insurance beat for several years.  Finseca is seeking, 
among other priorities, to enhance the availability of life insurance products to consumers. 
NCOIL counts Senator Neil Breslin and Assembly members Kevin Cahill, Pam Hunter and Ken 
Blankenbush among its most active members. Pictured from left are NCOIL President and 
California Assemblyman Ken Cooley, Tom Buchan, and NYS Assembly Insurance Committee 
Chair Kevin Cahill. 
 

Legislative News  
 

Legislative Activity 
The Legislature will be in session the 7th, 8th, 9th next week (the 2022 Legislative Calendar can 
be accessed here). There were 73 bills passed this week. Of particular note was: 
~A5878 (Gunther) / S3476 (Parker) Which amends mental hygiene law, in relation to 
establishing a workgroup to conduct analysis on the ambulatory patient group rates and 
commercial insurance rates for behavioral health services. This bill passed the Senate and 
heads to the Assembly Ways and Means Committee for consideration.  
 
Budget/Public Hearings 
On March 4, 2022 the Senate Committees on New York City Education, Education as well as 
the Assembly Committee on Education will discuss Mayoral Control of the New York City 
School District. The public hearing calendar can be accessed here. 

  

From the 
Governor 
 
Governor Hochul 
Statement on MLB 
 
As collective 
bargaining talks 
continue in Major 
League Baseball, 
jeopardizing a timely 
start to the season, 
Governor Hochul 
released a statement 
which in part read 
“[MLB] and its related 
economic impacts are 
critical to the State of 
New York and to our 
pandemic recovery. 
New York is not only 
home to the league, 
but also to thousands 
of New Yorkers, 
whose livelihoods 
depend on games 
happening at our 
stadiums as 
scheduled” 
 

Executive Orders: 
 
EO 4, which provides 
staffing relief to the 
healthcare industry by 
easing regulations 
and restrictions on 
healthcare 
professionals eligible 
to work in NYS, has 
been extended 
through March 31.  

https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/docs/sessioncalendar_2022.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/s3476
https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=hear
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/statement-governor-kathy-hochul-major-league-baseball-season
https://www.governor.ny.gov/executive-order/no-4-declaring-statewide-disaster-emergency-due-healthcare-staffing-shortages-state
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State Agencies  
 
 
From the New York Office of the NYS Attorney General  
 
AG Warns Consumers Impacted by T-Mobile Data Breach with the Potential of Identity Theft 
 
After reports surfaced that stolen information appeared for sale on the dark web, New York Attorney General 
Letitia James provided guidance to consumers who may have been impacted by a 2021 T-Mobile data breach. 
The warning comes after T-Mobile reported a massive data breach that compromised sensitive personal 
information of more than 53 million individuals, including more than 4 million New Yorkers.  
 
 
From the New York Office of the NYS Comptroller 
 
Comptoller: January State Contract Approvals and Payments  
 
The  Office of the State Comptroller approved 1,323 contracts for state agencies and public authorities valued 
at $3.3 billion and nearly 1.9 million payments worth nearly $11 billion. The office rejected 69 contracts and 
related transactions valued at $109.5 million and more than 3,400 payments valued at nearly $7.6 million, 
primarily for mistakes, insufficient support for charges, and improper payments. 
 
 
From the New York Office of the NYS Department of Financial Services 
 
DFS Empowered to Take Action Against Russia 
 
Governor Hochul announced actions to strengthen the Department of Financial Services’ (DFS) ability to 
enforce sanctions against Russia. The enhanced abilities include expedited procurement of additional 
blockchain analytics technology which will bolster the ability of regulators to detect vulnerabilities among DFS-
licensed virtual currency businesses in relation to Russian individuals, banks and other entities. The actions are 
result from heightened concern that Russian entities will turn to cryptocurrencies as a means of going around 
the economic sanctions that have recently been imposed.  
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https://ag.ny.gov/press-release/2022/consumer-alert-attorney-general-james-warns-consumers-impacted-t-mobile-data
https://www.t-mobile.com/news/network/additional-information-regarding-2021-cyberattack-investigation
https://www.osc.state.ny.us/press/releases/2022/02/state-contract-and-payment-actions-january
https://www.dfs.ny.gov/reports_and_publications/press_releases/pr20220302
http://www.parkstrategies.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/park-strategies

