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The Legislature Takes a Breath 
 
While the legislature is observing its traditional February break, work 
continues behind the scenes as advocacy meetings continue, and legislative 
staff prepares for the second half of the annual budget negotiation, when 
each house establishes their positions and priorities, and three-way 
negotiations begin in earnest. At this point it seems that the legislature’s 
intent remains to introduce their one house bills by mid-March and to wrap 
up negotiations and have a new budget in place by April 1. Next week will be 
a return to normal business as the budget hearings conclude on March 1st, 
around the same time as the Governor’s deadline for 30-day amendments to 
her budget proposal.  
 
Senate Votes Down Judicial Nomination: 
 
In other items of interest, the NYS Senate took the unprecedented move of 
rejecting the Governor’s nomination for chief judge on the NYS Court of 
Appeals through a floor vote. The nomination failed 39-20 on the Senate 
floor, which followed a 10-9 failure in the Senate Judiciary Committee that 
prompted a lawsuit from Senate Judiciary Committee Minority Ranker 
Senator Anthony Palumbo. That legal action sought a full vote on the Senate 
Floor in accordance with the State Constitution.  With the Senate Majority 
bringing the nomination to the floor for a full Senate vote, the lawsuit became 
somewhat moot; however, a NYS Supreme Court Judge in Suffolk County 
ruled the issue was not moot and the NYS Constitution does require a full 
Senate vote which will be relevant for future appointments.  
 
 
Budget Hearings:  
 
The full budget hearing schedule and details regarding testimony and times 
can be found here.   

 

https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/politics/2023/02/09/new-york-senate-gop-sue-democrats-to-force-floor-vote-on-lasalle-nomination
https://iapps.courts.state.ny.us/nyscef/ViewDocument?docIndex=yU4GOEdQ02JIfMAMqQTwmg==
https://iapps.courts.state.ny.us/nyscef/ViewDocument?docIndex=yU4GOEdQ02JIfMAMqQTwmg==
https://nyassembly.gov/2023budget/?sec=schedule
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Legislative News  
 
Legislative Activity 
 
The Legislature is not in session this week and will return to session the 
27th, 28th and 1st of next week. The legislature has already introduced 
approximately 9,625 bills. The Senate and Assembly passed 31 bills in 
session last week, of note: 
 
~ A632 (Dinowitz) / S860 (Hoylman-Sigal) Relates to mandatory training 
of a forensic evaluator in relation to court ordered forensic evaluations 
involving child custody and visitation when the child is living out-of-state 
and is farther than one hundred miles from the New York state border; 
relates to training in the prevention and intervention of domestic violence 
required for forensic investigators. 
 

Public Hearings 
 
~ On March 2nd, the Assembly Standing Committee on Aging will host a 
public hearing on the Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program.  
 
~ On March 7th, the Senate Standing Committees on Health and Mental 
Health will host a public hearing to “receive testimony on how to identify and 
examine best practices for integrating doulas into New York’s maternal 
healthcare system, as well as recommendations for policies that provide 
sustainable Medicaid reimbursement rates for doulas.” 
 

  

From the 
Governor 
 
 
Annual Free 
Snowmobiling Weekend  
 
Governor Kathy Hochul 
announced that beginning 
the weekend of March 3 - 5 
this year, and annually 
thereafter, the first 
consecutive Saturday and 
Sunday in March, will be 
free for all out-of-state and 
Canadian snowmobilers. 
During this promotional 
weekend, the requirement 
to register in New York is 
waived for properly 
registered and insured out-
of-state snowmobiling 
enthusiasts wishing to 
explore New York's 10,500 
miles of snowmobile trails. 
 
 
 
 
Executive Orders: 
 
Executive Order 4, 
continuing most healthcare 
staffing shortage provisions,  
was extended through 
3/23/23 via Executive Order 
4.18.   

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2023/s860
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-annual-free-snowmobiling-weekend
https://www.governor.ny.gov/executive-order/no-418-continuing-declaration-statewide-disaster-emergency-due-healthcare-staffing
https://www.governor.ny.gov/executive-order/no-418-continuing-declaration-statewide-disaster-emergency-due-healthcare-staffing
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State Agencies 
 
From the New York Office of the Attorney General  
 
Multistate Coalition Support CVS and Walgreens for Offering Medication Abortion 
New York Attorney General Letitia James and a coalition of 23 attorneys general sent a letter to CVS and 
Walgreens supporting their decision to offer mifepristone and misoprostol, often referred to as 
medication abortion, in their pharmacies after the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) granted their 
certification. After CVS and Walgreens announced their decision to offer mifepristone and misoprostol at 
their pharmacies, a group of anti-abortion states wrote a letter to the companies warning of legal 
repercussions if the pharmacies attempt to dispense the medications by mail. In their letter, the attorneys 
general emphasize that making these essential medications available at pharmacies and by mail is safe 
and legal.  
 
 
From the New York Office of the Comptroller 
 
Lack of Policies to Govern Agencies’ Use of AI Could Open NYC to Risk of Inaccurate or 
Biased Data 

New York City lacks needed guidelines and policies for agencies’ use of artificial intelligence (AI), leaving 
it vulnerable to misguided, inaccurate or biased outcomes in several programs that can directly impact 
New Yorkers’ lives, according to an audit released  by State Comptroller DiNapoli. The city’s Office of 
Technology and Innovation (OTI) was created by the Mayor’s Executive Order 3 in January 2022, with 
responsibility for the oversight and governance of AI, which in the previous administration had been 
under an Algorithm Management and Policy Officer (AMPO). According to the Comptroller, when OTI 
replaced the AMPO, many of the previous administration’s goals for creating guidelines for the fair and 
responsible use of AI technologies, and handling complaints related to potential harm caused by an 
agency’s use of them, were incomplete and remain unfinished today. Separately, Local Law 35, enacted 
Jan. 15, 2022, mandates agencies disclose the algorithmic tools they have used one or more times 
during the prior calendar year to the Mayor’s Office. DiNapoli’s audit looked at governance policies on 
AI use at four agencies: the Administration for Children’s Services (ACS), the Department of Education 
(DOE), the New York City Police Department (NYPD) and the Department of Buildings (DOB). The audit 
found significant shortfalls in oversight and risk assessment of artificial intelligence. 

PARK STRATEGIES, LLC 
101 Park Avenue · Suite 2506 · New York NY 10178 · (212) 883-5608 

111 Washington Avenue · Suite 600 · Albany NY 12210 · (518) 426-3800 
50 Charles Lindbergh Boulevard · Suite 601 · Uniondale, NY 11553 (516) 794-9730 

500 Plum Street· Suite 104 · Syracuse NY 13204 · (315) 396-7535 

www.parkstrategies.com  

To stay up to date on the latest information, please follow us on Park Strategies LinkedIn  

 

 

https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2-16-23_multistate_pharmacy_letter.pdf
https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2-16-23_multistate_pharmacy_letter.pdf
https://www.osc.state.ny.us/state-agencies/audits/2023/02/16/artificial-intelligence-governance
http://www.parkstrategies.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/park-strategies

