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 It’s all about that budget… 
Hearings Begin as Parsing Continues 

 
As we move into the sixth week of the legislative session and are less than a 
week removed from the Governor’s budget address, the focus in Albany has 
shifted into full budget cycle mode. Members are also settling into new chair 
or committee roles and the visits to the Legislative Office Building and Capitol 
are beginning to feel a little more pre-COVID-19-like with a marked increase 
in in-person appointments and advocates bringing groups to Albany.  
 
As planned, Governor Hochul released her $227 Billion Executive Budget 
Proposal on Wednesday, February 1 composed of the Appropriation Bills 
including spending plans for State Operations; Legislature and Judiciary; 
State Debt Service; Aid to Localities; Capital Projects. The budget also 
includes so-called Article VII language bills that typically outline the policy 
behind certain spending provisions but also often include policy that has no 
fiscal impact. Those include: Education, Labor and Family Assistance (ELFA); 
Health and Mental Hygiene (HMH); Public Protection and General 
Government (PPGG); Transportation, Economic Development and 
Environmental Conservation (TED); and Revenue (REV).  The Executive 
Budget briefing book, summarizing the Executive Proposal, can be found 
here as well.  
 
Both houses will publish their analysis of the Governor’s proposal this week 
and the annual hearing process began today with Transportation. The 
hearing schedule is below and details regarding testimony and times can be 
found here.   
 
~ February 6th: Transportation 
~ February 7th: Public Protection 
~ February 8th: Elementary & Secondary Education 
~ February 9th: Taxes 
~ February 9th: Economic Development / Arts 
~ February 13th: Human Services 
~ February 14th: Environmental Conservation 
~ February 15th: Local Government 
~ February 16th: Mental Hygiene  
~ February 27th: Higher Education 
~ February 28th: Health 
~ March 1st: Housing 
~ March 1st: Workforce Development / Labor 

 
 

https://www.budget.ny.gov/pubs/archive/fy24/ex/book/briefingbook.pdf
https://www.budget.ny.gov/pubs/archive/fy24/ex/book/briefingbook.pdf
https://nyassembly.gov/2023budget/?sec=schedule
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Legislative News  
 
Legislative Activity 
 
The Legislature will be in session on the 6th, 7th, and 8th this week and the 
13th, 14th, 15th next week. The legislature has already introduced 
approximately 7,928 bills. The Senate and Assembly passed 45 bills in 
session last week, of note: 
 
~ S13730A (Kennedy) Provides for a civil fine and/or criminal penalty 
where a stretch limousine has failed an inspection but an operator still 
operates such vehicle; provides for the seizure and redemption of 
unlawfully operated and unsafe commercial motor vehicles by a law 
officer.  
 

Public Hearings 
 
~ On February 16th, the Assembly Standing Committee on Children and 
Families and Subcommittee on Foster Care will host a public hearing on 
the “status of Mandated Reporters of Child Abuse or Maltreatment in New 
York State.” 
 
 
 
 

  

From the 
Governor 
 
Gov. Makes Funding 
Related Announcements  
 
The Governor put out a 
press advisory touting 
highlights for the Executive 
Budget Proposal such as 
mental health funding, 
funding for housing, the 
MTA, schools, and a 
commitment to not raising 
taxes. The release can be 
found here. She also 
released details for a $1 
billion comprehensive plan 
to overhaul mental health 
care which was first 
unveiled in the State of the 
State Address. The 
Governor also announced 
small business grants for 
the East Buffalo area, with 
the $3 million program 
providing grants ranging 
from $5,000 to $50,000; 
more information in the 
release found here.  
 
 
Executive Orders: 
 
There were no new 
Executive Orders issued this 
week.  

 

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2023/s1370/amendment/original
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-highlights-fy-2024-executive-budget
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-details-1-billion-plan-overhaul-new-york-states-continuum-mental
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-availability-3-million-small-business-grants-east-buffalo
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State Agencies 
 
From the New York Office of the Attorney General  
 
AG Secures $410,000 from Tech Companies for Illegally Promoting Spyware and Violating 
New Yorkers’ Privacy 
 
Attorney General Letitia James announced her office has secured $410,000 from Patrick Hinchy 
and 16 of his companies for illegally promoting spyware that allowed individuals to monitor 
another person’s device without their awareness. According to the Attorney General, the software 
products sold by Hinchy’s companies allowed users to secretly monitor activity on another device, 
including call logs, text messages, photos and videos, location, Gmail activity, WhatsApp and 
Skype messages, social media activity, and browsing history.  
 
From the New York Office of the Comptroller 
 
Local Sales Tax Collections Grew 12.7% to $22.1 Billion in 2022 
 
Local government sales tax collections in New York state totaled $22.1 billion in calendar year 
2022, up 12.7%, or $2.5 billion, from 2021 due to strong sales statewide, especially in New York 
City, according to a report released today by State Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli. Local sales 
tax growth in 2022’s fourth quarter (October to December) increased by 8.8% over the same 
quarter of 2021, which was similar to the year-over-year rates seen in the prior two quarters. This 
was after sales taxes in the first quarter grew by 21.1%, compared to fairly weak collections from 
the same quarter in 2021, when COVID infection rates were peaking, public vaccinations had not 
been fully rolled out and travel restrictions were still in place. 
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To stay up to date on the latest information, please follow us on Park Strategies LinkedIn  

 

 

https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/ilf-nyag_aod.pdf
https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/ilf-nyag_aod.pdf
https://www.osc.state.ny.us/files/local-government/publications/pdf/2022-annual-sales-taxes.pdf
http://www.parkstrategies.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/park-strategies

